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LEAD GUITAR
SPECIAL EFFECTS

Lead guitarists use special effects to add in-
dividuality and expression to riffs and solos.
These effects include hammer-ons and pull-
offs, trills, slides, string bends, and vibrato.
Many of these effects are used in the guitar
solos transcribed in Chapter 17. Some of the
effects are difficult to play accurately and
quickly. Work on the exercises and exam-
ples below to develop the necessary guitar
playing skills. Practice at slow, medium, and
fast tempos, but never so fast as to lose con-
trol and accuracy.

Hammer-on and Pull-off

Hammers and pulls are used to vary the ar-
ticulation and accenting of single notes.
They are also used to play rapidly, the left
hand helping the right hand to sound the
notes. Slurs are indicated by a curved line
over two or more notes. The exercise in Fig-
ure 15-1 combines single-note hammer-ons
and pull-offs. Every note falls on the fifth po-
sition pentatonic scale.

Keep in mind the following when prac-
ticing this exercise:

1. The first three notes, G—A—G, are
slurred. Strike the first note with the
right hand. Hammer-on A with the
third finger, then pull-off to G. Keep the
first finger on G. The left hand alone
sounds A and the second G.

2. All notes are evenly spaced within each
group of three and from one beat to
another.

3. The second group of three notes are
played individually.

4. Leave fingers down as long as possible
so that the notes blend into each other.

5. The first finger does not barre across
the top four strings.

Grace Notes

A grace note hammer-on is played so
quickly it appears to have no duration. The
first measure of Figure 15-2 shows evenly
spaced hammer-ons. In the second meas-
ure the hammer-ons are played as grace
notes. Grace notes are indicated by a diago-
nal slash through the stem of a smaller-
than-usual note symbol. Hammer-ons, pull-
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