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TRANSPOSING
AND COMMON CHORD
PROGRESSIONS

Changing a song from one key to another is
called transposing. A song is transposed
when you know it in one key and want to
play in another, when you have the sheet
music to a song and the chords are in a
difficult key, or when the music is written in
a different key from the recording.

Transposing Chord Progressions

There are two approaches to transposing
chord progressions:

1. Raise or lower every chord by an equal
interval. Transposing with this method
requires a knowledge of intervals be-
tween notes.

2. Preserve the relationships between the
chords. Transposing with this method
requires a knowledge of the major
scales.

Transposing by Changing Each Chord

Figure 13—1a shows a progression in the key
of Bb.
Transpose to the key of C using inter-

vals as follows:

1. Find the interval from Bb to C. Bb to C is
a whole step.

2. Raise the other chords in the progres-
sion by the same interval. A whole step
above Eb is F, as in Figure 13-1b.

Transpose the progression so that the first
chord is E, as follows:

1. Find the interval from Bb to E. B> to E is
six half steps, three whole steps, or a
tritone.

2. Raise the other chords by the same in-
terval. Three whole steps above Eb is A,
as in Figure 13-1c.

Preserve chord types. If the chords in Figure
13-1 were Bbm7 and Eb7, the transposed
progressions are Cm7 and F7, or Em7 and
A7.

Transposing by
Preserving Relationships

The relationships between the chords of a
progression are expressed in terms of major
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