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BARRE CHORDS,
SIXTEENTH NOTE PATTERNS,
AND OPEN TUNINGS

Barre Chords

Barre chords are used in all styles of guitar
music. Barre chords are movable shapes
that can be played in any position on the
fretboard, and they enable the guitarist to
play in all keys. These versatile chords are
played with the first finger pressing down
more than one string. A full barre covers all
six strings. A partial barre covers two to five
strings.

In chord grid diagrams, a full barre is
indicated by a thick horizontal line between
a 1 on the first string line and a 1 on the
sixth string line. The first finger covers the
first and sixth strings, and all the strings in
between, as in the illustrations in Figure 1-6.

Thousands of different chords can be
played on the guitar. One way of under-
standing and organizing chord vocabulary
is by looking at families of chord shapes.
This section is a study of two families of
chord shapes: the root sixth string barre
chords and the root fifth string barre
chords.

Root Sixth String Barre Chords

The roots of E, Em, and E7 are on the open
sixth string. These three chords are root
sixth string chord shapes. All the chords in
Figure 11-1 are root sixth string chord
shapes. When the chord shapes are played
with open strings, as in the top row, the
note on the sixth string is E, and the chords
are simply E, Em, and E7. Scale degrees be-
low the grids indicate the harmonic func-
tion of each note in the chord.

Move the root sixth string chord
shapes up a fret and place a full barre on the
first fret. Use second, third, and fourth
fingers to form chord shapes above the
barre. The note on the sixth string is F and
the chords are F major, Fm, and F7, as in the
second row of chords.

In the bottom row, root sixth string
chord shapes are played above a full barre at
the second fret. The note on the second fret
of the sixth string is F¥, and the chords are
K, Fim, and F}7.

Any major, minor, or seventh chord
can be played with a root sixth string barre
chord shape. Locate the root of the chord
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