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MORE ACCOMPANIMENT
PATTERNS AND MELODIC
BASS LINES

Accompaniments in 3/4 and 6/8

Strumming Patterns

The simple 3/4 strumming patterns in Fig-
ure 9-1 can be clearly heard in Cat Stevens’
“Morning Has Broken.”

In 6/8 time, eighth notes get one beat
and sixteenth notes get half a beat. You can
hear clear 6/8 strumming patterns in John
Lennon’s guitar playing on “You've Got to
Hide Your Love Away.” Unusual chord types

Strumming Patterns in 3/4

are created by adding the first string G note
to D, F, and C major, as in Figure 9-2.

Arpeggio Patterns in 6/8

Figures 9-3 and 94 show an arpeggio pat-
tern in 6/8 in the chord progression to the
“House of the Rising Sun.” Accents are cre-
ated by the thumb and ring fingers playing
on low and high notes.

Starting in measure 9, the last note of
each measure is played by the thumb. This
bass note substitutes in the pattern for a
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