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ACCOMPANIMENT STYLES.
PATTERNS WITH
BASS NOTES

Bass and Chord
Accompaniment Patterns

Guitar accompaniments become more in-
teresting when bass notes are added to
strumming patterns. By adding bass notes,
the guitarist can play a bass part as well as
carry the rhythm and chord changes of an
accompaniment. Accompaniment patterns
which use individual bass notes in addition
to chord strums are called bass and chord or
bass/strum patterns.

John Lennon, Bob Dylan, Joan Baez,
and other guitarists of the 1960s who popu-
larized the bass and chord style were
continuing a tradition of guitar accompani-
ment that was first popularized on a na-
tional scale by Riley Pucket and Mabelle
Carter in the 1920s and 1930s.

Bass Notes

The Root Note

Each note in a chord contributes to its
sound. There is a note in every chord which,
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by itself, sounds most like the entire chord.
That strongest note is the root of the chord,
the note which also names the chord.

Primary and Secondary

Bass notes are usually played on the first
and third beats of a measure. The first bass
note to sound is called the primary bass
note. The primary bass note is determined
by the name of the chord, the root of the
chord played on one of the bass strings.

Other bass notes are called secondary
bass notes. The secondary bass note is an-
other root, or a third or fifth of the chord
(see Chapter 10: Major Scale Intervals and
Chord Construction). In Figure 5-1, the pri-
mary and secondary bass notes are
identified by the strings on which they fall
in each chord shape.

In most bass and chord patterns, the
guitarist alternates between the primary
and secondary bass notes on the first and
third beats and strums the treble strings on
the second and fourth beats.

There is one primary bass note with
two or more secondary bass notes in every
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